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The Plant Kingdom

The thick walls of the zygospores can withstand adverse condi-
tions. The vegetative cells of Spirogyra are killed quickly by dry-
ing, while zygospores may be dried for considerable periods and

Fie. 518. Germination of zygospore of Spirogyra
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still germinate under favorable conditions. In consequence, the
zygospores can be transported from one body of water to another,
or when the water in a pool dries up they can survive until they are
again surrounded bj water. The wall of the zygospore of Spirogyra